Bristol Deaf Christian Link

Minutes of Committee Meeting 17 November 2003

Present: Alasdair Grant (AG), Anna Lickley (AL), Hazel Rolston (HR), Mary Tibbet-Markavitch (MTM)

1. Formal Constitution

· AG explained the importance of the group having a formal constitution, which would make BDCL a legal entity. A formal constitution will enable BDCL to open a bank account in its name so that any donations to the group can be accepted. 


· The RNID were running a course on how to write a constitution. As all were unable to attend the course on Saturday 29 November, MTM agreed that she and Lynn Weaver could attend the course on Wednesday in December. 

· AG will give dates to Mary and Lynn and send all members of the committee information from the Internet on how to write a constitution. 
Action: AG, MTM
2. Social event:

· Discussed the possibility of holding a social event for all Deaf Christians in Bristol that would include members of Deaf Alpha and Bristol Deaf Church. Starbucks on Park Street would be a good Venue. There are two possible dates – either Saturday or Sunday afternoon of the 2nd weekend of February. AL will contact Jonathan Field at Deaf Alpha. AG will inform Vera Freeman. 




    Action: AG, AL
3. Prayer evening at Hope Chapel:

· Discussed the possibility of organising a prayer meeting during one of our regular meetings at Hope Chapel on Monday evenings. Hazel will arrange the booking of Hope Chapel’s newly opened Prayer Centre and e-mail group members.       
Action: HR 
4. Affiliation with Churches Together in Greater Bristol:

· The committee agreed that we should become officially affiliated with Churches Together in Greater Bristol. This follows a meeting we had with the ecumenical officer a year and a half ago. 
5. Christian Holidays this Summer:

· New Wine (2nd Week has BSL interpreters). 

· Spring Harvest – numbers to AG by end of November. 

 Action: AG
6. Bible Study Group Meetings:

· It was decided that the topic for the next Bible Study meetings would be on the book of Romans and possibly the Cross around Easter. AG would lead on Romans.  Action: AG
· Each study would be placed on BDCL’s website prior to the meetings, so to allow people time to prepare for Bible Study meetings.                                            Action: AG and All
· Need to prepare a programme of Events.                                              

    Action: HR
· Advertise BDCL’s programme and fortnightly meetings on Bristol-Deaf-Events yahoo e-group            

    Action: All
7. Other Miscellaneous Issues:

· Discussed the possibility of making business cards, which we could give out at the social and other venues. Agreed to use Al’s e-mail address: al@grantal.freeserve.co.uk, fax: 0117 9628344 and Anna’s SMS.                                                        Action: AG, AL, HR

· Discussed the possibility of updating the logo. Everyone to think of ideas. HR’s husband would suggest some ideas that would be presented before the committee. 

     Action: All

8. Othona Community – BSL retreat Weekend: 

· AG explained that a Christian Retreat Community known as Othona were very keen on organising a BSL weekend over the May Bank holiday weekend. AG was assisting the Othona Community on organising the weekend and has made contact with Signs of God on providing interpreters, and Christian Deaf Link UK would promote the event providing that Signs of God interpreters were being used. AG will send information to the Group. 

   Action: AG

· Christmas Social: 

· HR asked the committee if anyone was interested in the Christmas Social. Two restaurants were suggested – the Chinese or the Zizi Pizza restaurants in Clifton. 
9. 

Action: HR

·  Next Committee Meeting:

· It was agreed that the next committee meeting would be the 3rd Monday in January 2004. The first Monday of every second month would be allocated for committee meetings. 

Action: All
